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Fake officer conned us,

embarrassed |

By FRED GRIMM
Herald Staff Writer

DOTHAN, Ala. — The strange
tale of Alan Goetsch fairly perco-
lates with allusions to murky
contacts and dangerous jungle
missions into the very heart of
darkness. And, as in any good spy
story, with people who are not.
who they seem 10 be.

Suddenlv, as the mvsterious
Armv_captain tells L. his_secret

operation 1nto Cemral America
was Terminateq. Goetsch was ar-

rested bv the FBL discarded by the
ClA. disavowed by the USA_ TN
from _the Cold. Into_the slammer.
But, in this spy story, it's Capt.
Goetsch who isn't quite who he
seems to be. .
He's not a captain. Not in the

rmy. -

A federal grand jury will hear
charges May 7 that Goetsch —
now in jail-and no longer talking

.— spent a month running around -

I
' tne Fort Rucker military base in
southeast Alabama. He was, ac-

ing a military officer.” faking
credentials, checking out Army
trucks. making unauthorized para-
chute jumps. collecting undeserved
salutes and embarrassing the u.S.
Army. L.

Goetsch had flashed his home-
made_miltary creuenua[s, or_his

forged ‘10D secret’ orders or_his
. {ake commendation from the Cen-

! tral Intellipence Agency — and

convinced a numbper_of officials
{hat he was setung up @ jungle

hospital in Central America, osten-

reaﬂv.to SUEEOTI the anu-Commu-
| mist conlra puerri a ogeranons.
f

.- This._of course. ai the behest 0
the. Cl1A. -

Somehow, Goetsch made it be-
lievabie. .

“That's” Alan,” says George
Ames, with a chuckle. *He's
slicker than hair on a frog.”
~ Ames. undersheriff of Sweet-

has accumulated 8 six-inch file on
Alan Goetsch, an ingenious impos-
tor. 2
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. out ahead of reality.

cording to the Army. “impersonat-

siblv for the Miskito Indians but .

l grass County in rural Montana, '
{

Army says

“He conned the hell out of me.”
admitted retired Air Force general
Harry Aderholt, of Fort Walton
Beach. Aderholt is president of the
Air Commando Association, which
really is involved in providing
medical care for the Miskito
Indians in Central America. "It
cost me $2,000."

“Alan always tries to move a
little too fast,” savs Bill Goetsch,
out $12.000 himself on one of his
brother's projects. “klis ideas get

Alan Everett Goetsch Jr.. 34,
born in Red Biuff, Calif., the oldest
of four sons, grew up in California
and Oregon, never finished high
school. But his brother says
Goetsch is “two points off .ge-

~ nius.”

“I'd have 10 g0 along with that,”
a California policeman said.

Recollections differ

Goetsch has often claimed that
he was in the Army from 1969 to
1979, a Green Beret who served
first in Vietnam and in & number
of exotic secret missions since.
The Army says no, that Goetsch
served from May 1870 to May

1972, his adventures limited 10 .

that of a supply sergeant stationed
at Fort Leonard Wood, Mo.

But when Goetsch showed up in

Colusa, Calif., in 1982, he was
deep into his Green Beret persona.
“He came in talking with this big
plan to put in & helicopter ambu-
lance service. He 1alked about
"having backing from Kuwait and
all kinds of stuff,” said Colusa
‘County Sheriff Bob Watters.

Goetsch got offices and hangar

. ‘space from the county board of
. supervisors_ and_ an_ estimated,

~'$400,000 from local investors. But

_:the, project, never got. bevond . a.
“’single_ambulance, which: was Te:
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Colusa.

Goetsch headed up to Big Tim-
ber. Mont. “He came in here and
overnight he was talking about
this big para-rescue operation.”
Ames said. “He had everybody
here believing him. He was slick.
He could sell a sunlamp to an
Arab.”

‘It was weird’

Meanwhile, Ames said, “Cap-
tain” Goetsch, as he insisted on
being called, was operating out of
a ranch near town where he, his
prothers and several other men
were “running around in fatigues
with automatic weapons. 1t was
weird.”

Ames arrested Goetsch in De- .

cember 1933 on charges of writing
$12.000 worth of bad checks and
making false statements to obtain
a bank loan.

Ames 'also searched Goetsch's
ranch house, where he found
computers, a special printing ma-
chine, and a stack of various
identification papers, commenda-
tions and college diplomas he
apparently had printed.

Goetsch posted $1.000 bond,
ignored provisions that he remain
in Montana and went off 10

. Dothan, Ala., hometown of his
second wife, Faye, and not ' far-

from Fort Rucker. o
After some effort, Ames man-

aged 10 get Goetsch back 1o

Montana. He pleaded guilty, was

given five years'- probation and .
aliowed 10 return to Alabama.

_ where Goelsch was doing some

undercover work as an informant
in drug cases for the Alabama
Bureau of Investigation.

“people were calling me from
down there in Alabama and telling
me to layv off Goetsch,” Ames said.
“He had them believing in him.”

Suburban move

About a year ago, Goetsch, his
wife and 11-year-old stepson
moved into a roomy brick ranch-
stvle home in & shaded, comfort-
able Dothan subdivision. Some-
time in mid-March, he showed up
at nearby Fort Rucker.

“We Know he had 2 military 1D
and that he had orders attaching
him to Fort Rucker,” said Lt. Col.

Lawrence Retta, the pase public
affairs officer. *“We know that he,

made two parachute jumps. One
_here and another at Fort Benning.”
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